Soujtliern: A History of Confrontation 
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Southern University student Danny Williams sits, on bags as National Guard • 
jeep, rolls by. Wijliams’ roommate! was wounded in shooting -on campus.^* 



By Austin Scott 

Washington Post Staff Writer 1 

BATON ROUGE, La., Nov. 18— It 
had been 2% years since the nation 
I reacted to the shock of seeing students 

■ shot down and killed during a campus 
protest, but Thursday, on .television 

; sets all over the country, it was hap- 
pening again. 

Southern t University,- where two 
young black men' died -this week— 

1 enveloped in a fog of tear-gas and 
controversy— is almost entirely black, 

, and it is proud of ^ history that in- 
i eludes many similar , but less tragic 
confrontations over the years 
Its 12,650 students oh three campuses . 
I make up the largest black higher edu- 
: cation complex in the nation. Louisiana 
State University’s five campuses spend 
more money per student and are over- 
, whelmingly white. . ’ , ' ; ' 

LSU is governed by its own board 
of regents while the formerly all-black 

■ schools, including the Southern Uni- 



,f° r elementary and secondary educa- 
tion in the state. - • 4 , • v 

That dual approach to higher educa- 
tion— with inequities in funding— helps 
explain many of the events that led 
on Thursday to shotguns, tear gas, 
screaming students, and the first 
killings in a campus protest since two 
died at Jackson " State; College and 
four died at Kent State in May of 1970. 

“The dual system of education is the 
real cause of the two untimely deaths,” 
said Louisiana NAACP - president 
Emmett-Douglas. “Louisiana’s alhwhite 
State education board is the true' 
enemy.” 1 ■ 

But in Louisiana, the state that 
waited until- five months ago to for- 
; mally repeal laws that prohibited the 
mixing of races at 1 social and sporting 
events, nothing is ever as simple as, 
it might be. ‘ y 

And so there is a great deal more 
to the tragic mix of this week’s events 
than the r still-disputed, questions of' 
who . killed the .two .students - and 
whether it was really necessary to call 
in riot-equipped police and sheriff’s 
deputies, who have rushed onto the 
campus here so many times in the past 
month that many are bone Weary of 
it all. 

Gov. Edwin Edwards invited in both 
the state attorney general and U.S. 



Department of Justice Friday, saying, 
“It is obvious there\are discrepancies 
and uncertainties.” ; 

» Edwards flatly denied Friday morn- 
ing that law - enforcement officers 
could have shot the -two, and then' 
admitted Friday afternoon that they 
might have after all. He hds denied 
just as firmly that Southern Univer- 
sity’s troubles are racial in nature. 

The troubles -< pit black . student 
leaders against a largely black faculty 
and a black school administration, the 
governor argued- so how can it be a 
racal dispute? 

His argument ignores the 10-year 
history, of . often-violent protest at 
Southern University-, \-a history that 
parallels many aspects 1 of the black - 
pride movement in the rest of Loui- 
siana and a history of the same issues 
being raised over and over again, ■ 



New to the dispute this year ( was | 
student concern over unemployments- 
and the general status of blacks ; in : 
, America. Faculty members talk of long; 
conversations with students about 
whether the. school should seek new di-" 
rections for blacks, and whether insti;- 
tutions with ; black administrators; did- 
not have a special responsibility to do , 
th’s. ' ' ‘ . 

’ Money, crucial, for. good education; 
makes a good example or an oia i«nie. 

• Students United, the latest in a 
string of stud ent protest organizations, 
‘comp.:amed late in September that ■ 
Southern University did not get its- fair’ 
share -of. state appropriations. Univer- 
sity presicent Dr. G. Leon Netterville 
agreed in a statement..Noy, 4. ^ 

See SOUTHERN, A16, Col. 1 . 



SOUTHERN, From A1 

‘We feel that Gov. Ed- 
wards is . . . letting political 
gam obscure the fact that 
the state board of education 

SDon^?vr+ et + itS financial re- 
sponsibility to . . . any of the 

sa?rf a , f S in the state,” 
smd a student-faculty posi- 
pa P er issued from 
Southern.; University’s New 
Orlea ns campus it 
continued: ' 

“We further believe it was 
always in the governor’. 
Plans to take over the state’s 
black colleges ... to elimi- 
hate black schools , which 
Serf® 3 S ° Urce of black 



Netffji e -n a sP°hesman for 
Netterville agreed that the 

t f rSd au - white lsu 



J?ffiS Caded cam P u s and 
dmicult to acquire. 

.f e< t Prejean, one of the 
ernjfni lead f s > said Souta- 
ne? Smn y Spends 

Pe? pupil compared with $3 - 
900 per pupil f or Lsu fl ’ 
«res t that appear to be exaf. 

LSU^ff^ 8 Sh0W four of 
r~„? f we campuses rank- 
mg aheati °f the 088 - ^ . 
student given to the South- 
ern University system in 
state appropriations. The 

la?L Sy$te ? has a much 
larger endowment than 
Southern University, in ad 
sourTes. ° ° tter fundil * 

many issu^thifye^r.^t it 
in si nhl a r terms 
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jammed access' roads to pick 
ap .^ eir sons and daughters .. 
, rlday after Edwards or- 
dered the campus dosed 
and sealed, passed over an 
arched concrete bridge con 
spicuous by its newness- in 
the dingy surroundings” 1 Tim 
- b £ d f Car ? es traffic ove£& 
seedy industrial ■ railroad 
y^d that is Southern S 

versity^ next-door neighbor 

diversity got 
«iat bridge over the track? 

on!y about two years ago, al- 

though sit-ins and marches 
^ dt ® ar gesings and arrests, 
dating as far back as the 
late 195°s included, as" pail 
of their demands, building a 
ridge so that busy switch 

engines would not tfe up a£-' 

tri^CT 5 d " rt " B »*■. 

“Movements for change 
are sweeping the world, yet 
the Southern system has re- 
mained steadfast ‘in its 

ctearly def ined role a , k 

ger college, ’ said a “call to • 
umty” distributed Nov fi 
'-^ uden ts occupying'' 
the New Orleans campus ad- 
ministration.1 - 



- T Orleans campus ad- 
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racmti^p are ho 
'P»i . a 5 e ? tabIe to us.- 
w L S i U , dent ser viges can- 
not be tolerated.” 

noKr iU f had ^ bis 
point tWo days earlier. “In 
meotmg after meeting . 
vre have, had to justify our 
MSP* « h° other .state 
-institution,” he said. ‘'“in 
spite of the efforts-of mn” 
'J™** officers, alumni, 
”. dS ’ a ? d f he ste te board 
f5fwr U ^! tl0n ’ we h ave been 
uo^blevto obtain operating 
'S' C -° mmensurate w ith 

and 




lt Le ° n Ne tterville talks with ne“£ e l 



-■■t&SSP'-'-J** the campus- 

1 S5p and quiet aJld East'r 

• Baton Rouge Parish (county) 1 
■ $'' state of ,emer- 

51,^ - be -? n swety^ D many y 
s?ve l jqUeStl0I1S *** elu ' 
It ‘is hard to find i a stu- 
dent who. doesn’t gay with 
conviction that Dewer 
Smith, 20, of New Roads, 
and Leonard Douglas 
shot'hv ?°’ ° f ? ilbert > wer e 
ficials^ laW enforcement of- 

_ ®* ate police say they fired 
no weapons. Sheriff Al Am- 



™,v! nSist ? his men fir ed 
but . tear gas, even 

though ,thfe governor' gaid 

1 may ' faave picked up 
teke am ? lunition by mis 



,.,.f he governor keeps, qpen 
the possibility that a L 
< dent-made’ bomb' may h&ve 

• ^ the e h^- ld a11 fragments 

“S* bodies matched No. 3 
- buckshot, and only 

‘ ”f h ^gment - inconsistent 
, b a shotgun jshell was' 
found on the’ scene 

empty liiell-, casings 
, that would help clear up the 

mystew'We.disSp^feC 

encdd law’ eafotcemd’nt offi/ 
leTs m?i d , Wake sucb A care."- 
1 itn - T Pointing 

' n a?ly abgry deputy 
[ £ p uld .have switched shells . 
deliberately and simply ' 
g^eted ttte, spent g 

Stajsan J 

bvejlh -Pfdtefit organiiation • 
KiW Sen1 ^ thq ieaderg 
tion^ 1 41 0 r “ WS organize- ' 

. ^most since the school i 

year begad, Sutdgpts United 3 

‘ bf r b fft Wking td prepare ' 

- +n . ll5t i Pf ^mandg, fchd thp| , 

toAgalvani^e student body J 

' su PP°rt fitted them y a 

The tactics ranged froni', - t 
sit-ins,' building; occupations • 

, and classroom disruptions to *t 
f daily rallies.' ^d^fdr mfpy *& 

r ' dim* uV’ i ts . aet mh 8 , forced a 1 o 

? diffloult choice bot^n gup- « 

) porting the gnevfctjfef,, and b 
preparing for examinations. lg 



en J rhe *J aw scho °l tried to 
en . solve that dilemma by vot- 
un -> mg f °r the movement goals 
is- tenVf 31 / 18 ^ 1116 boycott im 
; ^d ed ~to dramatize them. 

. That- didnt , work. There 

£ ■&&?&££ 

* b0TO “ 

3- *Jjf^ rds and Nettervill’e 
y' ®?Jd , weeks ago they could 
,t' !« pport al most all of the 
is ' g^mvances set down in a list 
- !?^ ep fc a g es long. The two 

s 1 saf/f- !? !? a€cept ’ they 

e '!£?’ ^ere student control of 

t &eSme’. andthefiringof 

' in ^.mcrease student Power 
f" making, Stu- 

■ , i * mied proposed fac- 

. ’’ “ ^ ude nt ' administration 

r '4hoe? ' S W 311 areas of 

’ originally asked for 

, r two student votes to each ' 
votA Ity J! r administration 
vote .pn these deeisiojpmak- 
fiM C +w C1 i S ’ batiater modi- 
'■ ^mt to an equal num- 
" bf* °f -Votes for each group . 

a£H nil§ B e of Oh- 

. sgaiii, ; off-agaiu classes 

, b/oecasionlfto 

^^tdowns tvhen police j 
and National QUardsmen 1 
were summoned on 'campus £ 
“ a * y , .faculty members’ *5 
voiced gunil&r support ’• / 
were care- \t 
documented " and, in "b 
TO Pages, listed depart- ( ‘ 

&*%-3S2&as.is 
{S^ 25 USat 3 S 's 

-v/ete ^ -ke 



to Janitorial service was 
aIs , poor ’ bathtubs in the dorms 
in’ needed stoppers, and stu- 
3m - d “ ts needed mops, brooms 
are and trash cans in the dorms, 
ool Fire extinguisher? did not 

:r S , work. The food ip the eafe- 

ott St? ey saidi was of poor 

S 1 had some of thoah same , 
dd ' Srmvanees against some of 
he those same teachers V/hen I 
,st 'was a student there,” said 
” fff® St ° ne ’ 3 former dean 
-y Of the Southern University 
of |aw school and now the only 
at black among five assistant 
, sta t te superintendents of 
;r public instruction. 

^ A boycott on the New Or- 
-- leans and Baton Rouge cam- 
e Puses for the Past three 
weeks was at times 60 per 
• eent effective, partly be- 
, , faase of increasing disrup- 
■ tion of classes. 

. v In the past week, how- 
- , ever > state officials reversed 
. f. n earlier policy of. concilia- 
; „ tion and accused student 
leaders of taking an all-or- 
nothing stand. \ - 

_ Edwards emphasized at a 
Friday news conference that 
NetterviUe had called the 
sheriff s . office before Thurs- 
; day’s tragic incident because 
'■ !l e i iad advan ce information 
, that students planned to 
over tbe administration , -i 
■ bmlding. , 

-7 , NetterviUe remained se- ' 
4 alud ed from the press', all 
■-day Fnday; sajdng only that 
^all statements would haye to' - 
'fcome, from the governor’s 
press .secretary, a policy 
; many fouqd',, curious in it- 
, self. "A- - 

i: ■.®?f. ur day,.'at Ms own news 





Officers gather evidence 

conference, Netterville said - 
he had no such advance m- 
i formation, and was as sux- 
prised as anyone else when 
■students pushed their way 
, into his office. When report- 
: ers : pointed out that his 
i statement;- was > different. 

from the governor s, Netter- 
'wifle refused to discuss that 
point any further. 

1 Another discrepancy- ap- 
peared when Edwards em- 
I phasized several times that 



at scene of shootings. 

Netterville had ordered the ' 
administration b Y3 ldm f* 

cleared of students, the ac- 
tion that resulted in two 
deaths. 

Netterville said he gave 
no such order, and was even., 
careful to emphasize that 

- while his office : was occu- , 
pied by students he would 
'not say that the entire, two- 

- story building was occupied. 

It raised the question of 
who was really in control. 



